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The effect of place of residence and migration on fertility has been long-standing concern in population 

studies. This observation assumes a particular importance in Italy, a country that in 1990s is characterized by 

one of the lowest fertility rates in the world. The Italian peninsula, moreover, is characterized by persistent 

population redistribution processes within its territory. 

 Our primary objective in this paper, that is part of a larger project
1
, is to analyse the impact of regional 

context and geographical mobility on fertility. Our approach allows us to test existing theories on this topic. 

We use data coming from the “Italian Households Panel” (ILFI), a prospective nationally representative 

survey covering around 10,000 adults, males and females, aged over 18 at interview and born between 1900 

and 1983. 

Considering the interviewed women, we examine the effect of age and cohort, as well as other individual 

traits, characteristics of the origin and potential destination, and the migratory event itself.   

We conduct a first descriptive analysis to show the main characteristics and the reproductive behaviour 

of female migrants. Then, we employ OLS models to study cumulative fertility at the time of the survey; we 

estimate a limited dependent variable regression models to examine fertility along five years after migration; 

in the end, we conduct a full event history model to measure the fertility evolution of the women.  

The descriptive analysis carried out will verify, first of all, the persistence of significant differences in 

the reproductive behaviour of women according to whether or not they have ever experienced a migratory 

event. Moreover, the regression analysis will show the effects of migration within and accross cohort on 

short, medium and long term ferility and the existence of mechanisms of disruption and selection in the 

population. 
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